
SCENARIO SMACKDOWNSCENARIO SMACKDOWN  SCENARIO SMACKDOWN 

SEAS THE DAYSEAS THE DAYSEAS THE DAYa deep dive into id&ra deep dive into id&ra deep dive into id&r



WELCOME ABOARDWELCOME ABOARDWELCOME ABOARD



BEFORE ENTERING OPEN WATERSBEFORE ENTERING OPEN WATERSBEFORE ENTERING OPEN WATERS
The information shared during this session is for general information and
represents the professional viewpoints of the presenters. Every effort has

been made to ensure it’s accurate and aligned with current guidance;
however, the content does not necessarily reflect any official policy. This
presentation is intended for information and educational purposes only
and should not be interpreted as legal advice. Use of AI is prohibited.



MEET YOURMEET YOUR
CAPTAINSCAPTAINS

MEET YOUR
CAPTAINS

CCHHRRIISSTTIINN
AA
  

CHRISTIN
A
 

KKIIMMKIM

KKRR
YYSSTT

AALL

KR
YST

AL



Is the child, or does the child have
a parent, guardian, or spouse who

is a migratory agricultural
worker/fisher?

MAW/FMAW/FMAW/F

Is the child under the age of
22?

AGEAGEAGE
Is the child lacking a U.S. high
school diploma or a certificate

of HSE?

SCHOOL COMPLETIONSCHOOL COMPLETIONSCHOOL COMPLETION

Was the move within the last
36 months, and was it due to

economic necessity?

MOVEMOVEMOVE
What is the qualifying seasonal
or temporary employment in

agriculture or fishing?

QUALIFYING WORKQUALIFYING WORKQUALIFYING WORK

NAVIGATINGNAVIGATING
ELIGIBILITY WATERSELIGIBILITY WATERS
NAVIGATING
ELIGIBILITY WATERS
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Mateo, his wife, and three children, ages 6, 8, and 11, moved from Tampa, Florida,
to Fort Valley, Georgia, on May 29, 2024, where Mateo and his wife harvested
peaches. On September 14, 2025, the family moved to Greenville, Ohio, where
Mateo worked in packing soybeans. On March 12, 2026, Mateo and his family
moved to Hillsboro, Texas. His goal was to work in planting cotton. Two days
after Mateo arrives, the farm owners tell Mateo they no longer have a need for
workers. Mateo remains in the area, visiting several different farms and checking
in with a local labor contractor twice a week, but no work has become
available.  

SMOOTH SAILING OR ROUGH WATERS?SMOOTH SAILING OR ROUGH WATERS?SMOOTH SAILING OR ROUGH WATERS?

Does this family qualify? 
What is the worker’s + children’s QAD?
What are the necessary comments? 

LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



SITUATION AT SEASITUATION AT SEASITUATION AT SEA
Victoria Rodriguez and her 7-year-old twins, Miguel and Manuel, arrived in
Galveston, Texas, on November 5, 2025, from Alexandria, Louisiana.
Specifically to seek oyster work that her family told her was available in
the area. Upon arrival, a strong storm with intense flooding was underway;
as a result, Victoria was unable to begin harvesting oysters. There were
very few work opportunities available at the time. She soon found work at
a local cafe. Once the water returned to sea level, on January 15, 2026,
she was finally able to start harvesting oysters. The family has moved four
times and engaged in seasonal qualifying work in the last year. 

Was there a qualifying move made? 
What is the worker’s QAD? 
What type of move is this?  

LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



RED FLAGS ON THE HORIZONRED FLAGS ON THE HORIZONRED FLAGS ON THE HORIZON
Mia, a 19-year-old, is an H2A worker with a high school diploma from
Mexico who moved from Guadalajara, Jalisco, to Texline, Texas, on April 18,
2026. She came specifically looking for work in whatever was available. She
was able to start work on April 23, 2026, where she began preparing the
land to plant potatoes. Mia and her crew commute daily to Dalhart, Texas,
where the work is located. The distance from Texline, Texas, to Dalhart,
Texas, is 36 miles. The reason for the commute is that they found cheaper
housing in Texline, Texas. 

Is there a qualifying move? 
Is there a qualifying worker/child?
What is the residency date + QAD? 

LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



The Gomez family, Laura (mom), Noah (dad), and their five children, ages 3-14, left
Abilene, Texas, on June 3, 2025, and arrived in Pasco, Washington, on June 5, 2025.
Noah starts picking cherries on June 8, 2025, and Laura starts sorting cherries on
July 15, 2025. On September 12, 2025, Laura and their five children moved back to
Abilene because she was notified that their lease was being terminated by their

landlord. Upon arriving in Abilene on September 15, 2025, she and her children start
living with friends and begin searching for new housing. Three weeks later, on

October 7, 2025, Laura and their five children moved to Brownfield, Texas, because
she was able to find affordable housing. On November 22, 2025, work in Pasco,

Washington, finishes, and Noah is able to travel back and join the family in Brownfield,
Texas. He arrives on November 24, 2025. 

MURKY WATERSMURKY WATERS  MURKY WATERS 

How many Texas COEs could this family have? 
What is the most recent QAD?
Who is the worker, and what are the moves for the children and the worker? 

LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



CLEAR WATERS AHEADCLEAR WATERS AHEADCLEAR WATERS AHEAD
On March 15, 2026, Juan Carlos, age 16, his two younger sisters, ages 5
and 7, and his parents moved from San Augustine, Texas, to Huntington,
Texas (39 mi), due to the cost of living. On March 19, 2026, Juan Carlos
started working for a local producer, building chicken coops. Juan Carlos
stated that he only plans to work until summer break because he will work
full-time at a construction job during the break. Juan Carlos and his two
younger sisters all attend Huntington ISD. His dad is a truck driver, and his
mom works at a local restaurant.

Who is the worker? 
Who are the children listed on the COE?
What is the QAD + WQAD? 

LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:LET’S DETERMINE:



SECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTSSECTION D ON THE COE + COMMENTS



We appreciate your time, your focus, and your
feedback as we check the depth and chart our
course forward. Here’s to smooth sailing ahead!

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
FOR SAILINGFOR SAILING

WITH US!WITH US!
THANK YOU

FOR SAILING
WITH US!


